CHAP. IX           THE PURPOSE  OF SOCIOLOGY
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and although Pope said that " the proper study of
np,nkind is man," still it is only since man began
to be studied as a social being and as a being subject
to laws as uniform as those that prevail in other -
departments of nature, that any useful knowledge
has been acquired relative to the true nature of man.
Man had been supposed to be a " free agent/' which
meant that there were no laws to which his activities
were subject. There could therefore be no science
of man, and hence no science of society. Many still
so hold, and for such there is no sociology. But
those who accept a science of sociology as resting
like other sciences on uniform and determinable laws
are able to see immense possibilities in this science
from a practical point of view. The laws of nature
have always proved capable of being turned to man's
advantage in proportion as they have been made
known, and there is no reason to suppose that those
of human nature and of society will form an excep-
tion. But it is admitted that they are more complex
and difficult to understand, and therefore sociology
requires more study than any other science.

There are two ways in which any science may be
studied, the speculative and the practical, but the
sciences differ among themselves with respect to
the extent to which the one or the other of these
methods should be carried. As already shown, as-
tronomy and biology, from their inherent nature, do
not readily lend themselves to the practical method,
but are mainly pursued for the purpose of acquiring